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Juneteenth returns to Robert R. Church Park June 14-16;
Over 40,000 expected to commemorate a day of freedom

By Wiley Henry

MEMPHIS, TN – When history
and culture converge at the his-
toric Robert R. Church Park in
downtown Memphis June 14-16,
revelers on the ground will expe-
rience the best that the Juneteenth
Urban Music Festival has to
offer. 
“We’re working hard to bring
Memphis the best in music, food
and entertainment,” said Telisa
Franklin, the festival’s presi-
dent/CEO. “We’re expecting
somewhere around 40,000 peo-
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ple to attend the three-day festi-
val.”
Memphis is ripe for such a fes-
tival as Juneteenth, where chil-
dren, adults and entire families
come together to support one of
Memphis’ longest running
African American festivals –
now celebrating 27 consecutive
years of fun and excitement.
“The festival is a staple in

Memphis,” said Franklin. “Festi-
valgoers can look forward to an-
other year of eclectic music,
choirs, entertainment, arts and
crafts, food vendors, majorettes,
dancers, steppers, cheerleaders, a
car and bike show, activities for
seniors and kids and more.” 
The artists line-up for the week-

end include the Tennessee Mass
Choir, Pam Armour and The
Memphis Shop, Courtney Lit-
tle, Wendell Weathers &
Greater Purpose, the Disciples
of Mime, Tabitha Adams,
Brandon Lewis, Sherry Self,
Diamond Praise Dance Com-
pany, Donte Everhart & End
Time Movement, Hope
Church, and many more.
The festival is open to the pub-
lic.
Prior to the three-day festival,
festivalgoers can look forward to
the Juneteenth Career and Health
Fair Expo on Tuesday, June 11,
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., at J.I.F.F.,
254 S. Lauderdale St. Job seek-
ers will get an opportunity to talk
to dozens of potential employers. 
“We advise job seekers to bring
their resumes and dress for suc-
cess,” said Franklin. “This year
the Shelby County Reentry Pro-
gram will provide assistance to
help felons. We just want to pro-
vide a service for those who are
having a hard time.”
In addition to the Juneteenth

Career and Health Fair Expo, at-
tendees can look forward to the
Memphis Juneteenth Lifetime
Achievement Awards on Thurs-
day, June 13, at the Holiday Inn
University of Memphis, 3700
Central Ave.
The awards program will begin
at 7 p.m. and include dinner and
an original play, “I Know Who I
Am,” written by local playwright
Dr. Sharli Kay Adair, June-
teenth’s director of operations. 

The honorees include The Rev.
Ricky Floyd, pastor of Pursuit
of God Transformation Center;
Sheila Whalum, first lady of
New Olivet Baptist Church;
Gina Y. Sweat, director of
Memphis Fire Services; Bishop
Wesley J. Arije, Presiding
Bishop and Chief Apostle of the
March of Faith International Fel-
lowship, Inc.; Vincent Tharpe
& Kenosis; Shania Brown, a
young filmmaker, producer and
actress; Stanley Smith of Erole’s
Expose Modeling Agency;
Felecia Bean Barnes of Felicia
Bean Catering & Food Serv-

ice; choir director Adrian
Maclin; Gwendolyn Turner, co-
founder, Billy Rivers and the An-
gelic Voices of Faith, Inc.;
Memphis Police Director
Michael Rallings; and Timothy
Mason, Grammy nominated and
Stellar Award-winning musician,
producer and writer.
On Friday, June 14, from 10
a.m. – 10 p.m., the Juneteenth
Urban Music Festival officially
begins with live stage perform-
ances, activities for seniors, a
number of vendors, and Kids
Zone, with rides, games and in-

flatables.
There will be a mobile outdoor
educational museum on the
grounds each day depicting the
history of Juneteenth, including
the abolition of slavery and the
facts surrounding President
Lincoln’s Emancipation
Proclamation. 

The next day – Saturday,
June 15, from 10 a.m. – 11 p.m.
– live stage performances will
continue in addition to the “June-
teenth Ultimate Dance Show-
down,” featuring the “best of the
best” majorettes, dancers, step-
pers and cheerleaders. Other ac-
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Solutions Medical Center, Brid-
get Trenary, Downs, Garrott,
Howell and Johnston Families,
Watkins Uiberall, Youth Vil-
lages, Marsha and Pete Cayce,
The Wallace Family, Mid-
South Endodontics, Athens Dis-
tributing and Woodford
Reserve, DirectFX Solutions,
GPAC, Hollis & Burns, Kiser
Floor Fashions, Old Dominick
Vodka, The Dabney Nursery,
and White Door Events. Food
sponsors included Gus’s Fried
Chicken, Sonic, Corky’s BBQ,
Galler Foods, Say Cheese!,
Char, Celtic Crossing, Max-
imillians, The Commissary,
Smallcakes Cupcakery &
Creamery, Cheffies, Black
Eyed Sue Bakery, Rise, Soul
Fish, Leon’s Candy, and Pala-
zola Produce. 
“Southern Reins is also appre-
ciative to all of the incredible
live, fine art and silent auction
donors for their very generous
support,” stated a spokesperson
for the organization.
Southern Reins was founded in
July of 2015 to provide equine
assisted activities and therapies to
help individuals with physical,
cognitive and emotional disabili-
ties and hardship.  We serve chil-
dren and adults with disabilities
such as Down syndrome, autism,
multiple sclerosis, traumatic
brain injury, cerebral palsy, am-
putation, mental and physical dis-
abilities, attention deficit
disorder, and more. This unique
program provides one-of-a-kind
experiences where participants
throughout the Mid-South be-
come more confident, commu-
nicative, physically capable and
emotionally re-connected.
Southern Reins is a PATH, Inter-
national Member Center and all
instructors are PATH Certified.
For more information, visit
www.southernreins.org or call
901-290-1011.
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“We’re working hard to bring
Memphis the best in music,
food and entertainment,” said
Telisa Franklin, the festival’s
president/CEO. “We’re ex-
pecting somewhere around
40,000 people to attend the
three-day festival.”

The Juneteenth Festival continues to be a hit with the many who attend the event to com-
memorate the day slaves received the late news on June 19th that they had been set free.
(Photo/Courtesy: Juneteenth Urban Music Festival)

tivities are scheduled for the
youth and the entire family as
well.

Sunday, June 16, is “Food
Truck Sunday” and “Praise
Fest at Juneteenth,” featuring
gospel music, inspirational and
encouraging words spoken by
ministers, preachers and gospel
artists and more from 12 p.m. –
10 p.m. Some of Memphis’ most
talented choirs, singers and mu-
sicians will take center stage. 
“Juneteenth is here to stay. We
celebrate our freedom from slav-
ery because it is important that
we don’t forget where we came
from,” said Franklin. “This is an
opportunity for all of us, includ-
ing other ethnicities, to eat,
dance, worship and be merry.”
Juneteenth is a national holiday
in the United States commemo-
rating the abolition of slavery
and the freeing of the last
African-American slaves in
Galveston, Texas, on June 19,
1865. The commemoration
began in Memphis 27 years ago. 
(For more information about the
Juneteenth Urban Music Festi-
val, contact Telisa Franklin at
901-281-6337 or log on to
www.memphisjuneteenth.com.)


